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QUARTIER CHINOIS DE 
MONTRÉAL

PRESENTATION POUR L’OCPM – KAREN CHO



Mon arrière-grand-père était associé de Wing Lung & Co. - aujourd'hui Wing Noodles



BACKGROUND ON 
MONTREAL’S CHINATOWN

History of mass land expropriation:
• 1960s city wanted to raze Chinatown and move 

it to the suburbs

• 1960-1980:  200+ buildings demolished for 
government buildings & urban renewal projects

• 1950s -1980s population decreased over 90%

• Last Chinatown in Quebec

• Still on original geographical footprint with some 
original structures

• Chinese have been there since 1860s.  One of 
oldest neighborhoods in Montreal. 

1981 Map of Chinatown: white spaces show where 
buildings were demolished for re-development 
(Montreal Gazette)
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2022 
Chinatown avalé par un 
développement hors échelle

Sans aucune référence architecturale à la 
culture, au patrimoine ou au caractère
unique du quartier
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INVESTMENT IN CHINATOWN HERITAGE BRANDS
AS ECONOMIC ANCHOR FOR THE COMMUNITY

S INGAPORE CHINATOWN – STATE  INVESTMENT IN 
HERITAGE BUILDINGS  AND BRANDS

NEW YORK’S  
”MADE IN 

CHINATOWN” 
C AMPAIGN



WING ON WO – EST. 1890 -
THE OLDEST STOREFRONT IN NYC CHINATOWN

“There's something to say about 
not wiping spaces out to replace 
them with something new. The 
real work is in very meticulously, 
trying to understand what has 
worked, what is significant, what 
is still relevant and how to 
breathe new life into that.”
-Mei Lum 5th Generation owner
Wing on Wo



KAM WAI DIM SUM  
COMMUNITY-SERVING RETAIL

“We rely on people that live in this neighborhood. We're one of the last 
businesses in Chinatown that still have that Chinatown flavor, but it's 
so much more than flavor. It's the memories that go with the flavor. 
Our food can, can tie people back to Chinatown,  adding on to 
Chinatown's history.“

- William Liu Kam Wai Dim Sum



Jean Vaillancourt

One Viger - Montreal

“Located at the corner of Viger and Saint-Laurent, in the 
middle of downtown Montreal, ONE … is only few footsteps 
away from Old Port, Quartier des Spectacles and the most 
popular and luxurious locations of the city.”

One Viger – actually 
located in Chinatown

ACTIVE ERASURE OF THE 
HISTORY 

& PRESENCE OF OUR 
CHINATOWN

Source: www.oneviger.com



CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT VALUES AND DESIGN GUIDELINES 
NEED TO BE PUT IN PLACE 



Public Hearing – June 28th, 2018 
බ⫎᭳ 2018ᖺ6᭶28᪥ 

Amendments to the Chinatown HA-1 and  
HA-1A Districts Schedule, Design Guidelines 
and Policies 
ಟゞࠕ⳹ᇧHA-1ཬHA-1Aศ༐㝃౛ࠊタィᣦᘬཬᨻ⟇ࠖ 


